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shadows of violence and make better lives
for their children.

Bill Clinton

Remarks on Departure for
Shepherdstown, West Virginia, and
an Exchange With Reporters
January 7, 2000

National Plan for Information System
Protection

The President. Good morning. I want to
thank Secretary Daley and President Rose
of James Madison University, who has
worked with eight other institutions of higher
education to do information technology secu-
rity training, and Dick Clarke from the NSC
and all the others who worked on this project.

I want to talk just a moment about steps
we are taking today to defend our citizens
from those who would use cyberspace to do
us harm. There has never been a time like
this in which we have the power to create
knowledge and the power to create havoc,
and both those powers rest in the same
hands.

We live in an age when one person sitting
at one computer, can come up with an idea,
travel through cyberspace, and take human-
ity to new heights. Yet, someone can sit at
the same computer, hack into a computer
system and potentially paralyze a company,
a city, or a government.

Thanks to the hard work of many people,
our computer systems were ready for Y2K.
But that experience did underscore how real-
ly interconnected we all are. Today, our crit-
ical systems, from power structures to air
traffic control, are connected and run by
computers. We must make those systems
more secure so that America can be more
secure.

Today we are releasing a national plan to
defend America’s cyberspace, the product of
a 3-year effort. This plan is not the end of
the discussion, but the beginning of a dialog
with Congress, with the American people,
and especially with the private sector. We
need to do more to bring people into the
field of computer security. That’s why I am
proposing a new program that will offer col-
lege scholarships to students in the field of

computer security in exchange for their pub-
lic service afterward. This program will cre-
ate a new generation of computer security
specialists who will work to defend our Na-
tion’s computers.

We also need to accelerate and broaden
our research into computer security. Today
I am proposing to create a new institute that
will fill research gaps that neither public nor
private sectors are filling today. The Institute
for Information Infrastructure Protection
will bring to bear the finest computer sci-
entists and engineers from the private sector,
from universities, and from other research
facilities to find ways to close these gaps.

As part of the 2001 budget, I am request-
ing $91 million for these and other reforms
as part of an overall $2 billion budget to help
meet our security challenges. I will work hard
to get these measures passed. I will continue
to work equally hard to uphold the privacy
rights of the American people, as well as the
proprietary rights of American businesses. As
I said before, it is essential that we do not
undermine liberty in the name of liberty.

Information technology has helped to cre-
ate the unprecedented prosperity we enjoy
at the end of the 20th century. This morning
we will announce that the unemployment
rate for all of this past year was 4.2 percent.
That’s the lowest in 30 years, the lowest an-
nual unemployment rate since 1969, the low-
est annual minority unemployment rates for
African-Americans and Hispanics ever re-
corded. It is important to recognize the role
technology has played in this remarkable eco-
nomic prosperity. But it is also important to
recognize the challenges that we face out
there in the security area.

I hope that this will be a completely non-
partisan issue and that we will work together
to ensure that information technology will
create unprecedented prosperity in the 21st
century, in an atmosphere and environment
that makes all Americans more secure.

Thank you very much.

Elian Gonzalez
Q. Mr. President——
The President. One each. Go ahead, John

[John Roberts, CBS News].
Q. Governor Bush of Florida is appealing

to you to rescind the INS order regarding



24 Jan. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Elian Gonzalez. Is that something you would
even consider?

The President. I believe that they fol-
lowed the law and the procedures. This is
a volatile and difficult case. And those who
want to challenge it will have to follow the
law and the procedures. I think that’s the
only way to do this. We need to keep this
out of the political process as much as pos-
sible, within the established legal channels.

Israel-Syria Peace Talks
Q. Are you satisfied with the cooperation

that you’ve been getting from the Israeli and
Syrian negotiators in Shepherdstown?

The President. Yes. This is difficult stuff.
This is very hard. But let me say, they’re
working hard, and they’re trying to find ways
to resolve their differences. And they’re try-
ing to imagine the end of the road here. It’s
a difficult, difficult set of negotiations, but
we’re working in a steady way, and I’m satis-
fied that everybody is working in good faith.

Q. How long do you expect this to take?
The President. I don’t know—until we

finish.
Q. Mr. President, how do you see your

role in Shepherdstown to get these talks
moving?

The President. Oh, I don’t want to char-
acterize that. I just try to get people together
and identify what they have in common and
identify what their differences are, try to get
people to keep in mind the big picture at
the end, what we want the—in this case, what
we hope and pray the Middle East will look
like in 5 years or 10 years from now. And
then try to work these things through to the
end. But we’re just trying to be helpful, and
I hope we are, and we’re working at it.

I hope you’ll wish us well, and I’ve got
to get up there.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:28 a.m. in the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to James Madison University Presi-
dent Linwood Rose; National Coordinator for Se-
curity, Infrastructure Protection, and Counter-
terrorism Richard A. Clarke, National Security
Council; and Cuban youth Elian Gonzalez, res-
cued off the coast of Florida on November 25,
1999, whose custody the Immigration and Natu-

ralization Service decided in favor of his Cuban
father.
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The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

January 1
In the morning, the President had a brief

telephone conversation with Acting Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia

January 3
In the morning, the President traveled to

Shepherdstown, WV.
In the afternoon, the President met sepa-

rately with Prime Minister Ehud Barak of
Israel and Foreign Minister Farouk al-Shara
of Syria in the Sun Room at the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Center.

In the evening, the President met with
Foreign Minister al-Shara of Syria in the Se-
bastian Room at the Clarion Hotel. Later,
the President returned to Washington, DC.

January 4
In the morning, the President traveled to

Shepherdstown, WV, where he met with
Prime Minister Barak of Israel and Foreign
Minister al-Shara of Syria.

In the evening, the President attended an
informal reception for the Israeli and Syrian
delegation at the Clarion Hotel.

Later, the President returned to Wash-
ington, DC, arriving after midnight, where
he placed telephone calls to Sugar Bowl par-
ticipants in New Orleans, LA.

The White House announced that the
President transmitted the 1999 National Se-
curity Strategy Report to Congress.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nicholas P. Godici to be Assistant
Commissioner for Patents and Trademarks
at the Department of Commerce.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Alan Greenspan to be Chairman


